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Curios  and  Relics 

Architectural  Features 

Lincoln's  Key  to  White 

House 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


II 


Lincoln's  Key 
To  The  White  House 

Sold  By  Sivann  Galleries 


NEW  YORK  CITY  -  Five 
bidders,  including  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  White 
House  Preservation  Fund, 
competed  at  Swann  Gal- 
leries recently  for  the  key 
once  used  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln to  open  the  White 
House  door. 

Four  inches  long  and 
made  of  brass,  it  was  sold 
with  the  evidence  of  its  au- 
thenticity. According  to  the 
catalog,  the  key  fit  the  lock 
installed  when  the  White 
House  was  built  in  1800,  and 
was  issued  in  1861  to  Wil- 
ham  0.  Stoddard,  a  secre- 
tary to  Lincoln. 

In  its  current  state,  it  is 
attached  to  a  sterling  silver 
key  ring  stamped  with  Stod- 
dard's name  and  laid  in  a 
silk-lined  morocco  and  cloth 
box.  Marked  in  gUt  on  the 
spine  of  the  box  are  "White 
House  Key"  and  Stoddard's 
name. 

Included  in  the  lot  were  a 
letter  of  authentication 
from  Stoddard's  son,  a 
newspaper  clipping  depict- 


ing Stoddard  holding  the 
key,  a  sepia  photograph  of 
Stoddard  in  old  age,  and  a 
paper-bound  copy  of  "In- 
side the  White  House  in  War 
times,"  by  William  0.  Stod- 
dard. The  cover  price  of  the 
book  was  50  cents;  the  date, 
1892. 

In  that  book  is  the  pas- 
sage "Before  me  on  the 
table  lies  a  small  brass 
latch-key... During  the  ad- 
ministrations of  seventeen 
successive  presidents  of  the 
United  States  it  opened  the 
front  door  of  the  Executive 
Mansion  at  Washington. 
The  lock  it  belonged  to  was 
put  on  when  the  house  was 
built,  and  was  replaced  by  a 
new  one  in  the  time  of  Presi- 
dent Grant." 

The  new  owner  of  the 
prize  bit  of  Lincolniana  is  a 
delighted  Malcolm  Forbes, 
who  bought  it  for  the  Forbes 
Magazine  collection. 

Present  and  bidding  in  be- 
half of  Edward  Stone,  for 
the  White  House  Preserva- 
tion Fund,  was  Meg  Cald- 


well, a  New  York  dealer. 
Her  limit  of  $2,400  was  top- 
ped, of  course,  early  on. 

Not  present  at  the  sale  but 
listening  in  on  the  phone 
was  collector  of  things  pres- 
idential Set  Momjian.  He 
had  plans  for  it  —  his  wife, 
Joan,  would  wear  it  on  a 
chain  around  her  neck  to  a 
White  House  party,  he  said. 
Later,  he  said  he  hadn't  bid 
on  it  because  he  knew  the 
White  House  Preservation 
Fund  was  bidding. 

The  experts'  consensus 
was  that,  although  the  key 
is  valuable  as  White  House 
memorabilia,  the  $11,000 
price  was  largely  due  to  its 
value  as  Lincoln 
memorabilia. 

Forbes,  expressing  his  de- 
light at  obtaining  the  prize, 
commented  that  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  cost.  He  quip- 
ped that  he  might,  some- 
day, give  it  to  the  White 
House,  "or  to  President 
Reagan  as  a  reward  when 
he  finishes  his  term  —  so  he 
can  get  back  in." 


New  England  Country  Antiques,  July,  1985 


